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Microsoft Opens Executive Briefing Centre for European Innovation in Brussels


Microsoft Opens Executive Briefing Centre 
for European Innovation in Brussels
Centre will showcase Microsoft innovations

 for public and private sectors 
BRUSSELS, Belgium – 6 June 2006 —Today Microsoft will open the doors of its new Executive Briefing Center for European Innovation in the presence of European and Belgian government officials, industry partners, researcher, teachers, entrepreneurs and media.
Located in the heart of Europe and close to the European institutions, the Centre will host the latest Microsoft technologies with a particular focus on public sector and education solutions and on Microsoft research. 
 “The Centre will be an open house for partners to test technologies which can improve the provision of public services from education to interaction with citizens. New technology often feels remote until it is tried and tested. Governments, educators and entrepreneurs can familiarise themselves with the latest technology with the assistance of our researchers and experts” says Jean-Philippe Courtois, President of Microsoft International. 
Technology solutions for the public sector have a big impact on how these services are run and bring significant benefits to end users. ICT also enables educators to innovate and constantly update their methods to the latest technologies available and the evolving needs of the job market. The mission of the Centre is to connect potential users and beneficiaries to that technology.
The EBC will host the Center of Excellence for Public Services and eGovernment Solutions. Its mission is to foster the exchange of best practices to help governments develop strong, sustainable information technology infrastructures that are easy to use and create value for governments and citizens. From e-government through to health care, technologies can dramatically improve productivity and quality of service for the benefit of all. 
The EBC will also be home to the School Technology and Innovation Center, a hands-on learning laboratory where educators can test innovative teaching practices based on ICT. The Centre will host training sessions and equipment to explore greater and better use of ICT in classrooms and in curricula.  Today’s opening will also host eight European educators recognized for their innovative use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the classroom. These Innovative Teachers were recognized in April at the Microsoft Innovative Teachers Forum Europe held in Tallinn, Estonia. The Innovative Teachers Forums are annual events held around the globe to help create communities of teachers that can share ideas and best practices with their peers and facilitate the creation of collective knowledge.
Business partners will also benefit from access to the latest developments from both Microsoft Research and the Microsoft European Innovation Centre in Aachen. Visitors will be able to test new products, tools and technologies like eHome with Mediacenter and Xbox, and experience the New World of Work based on Windows VISTA and Office 2007. The Centre will also provide Interoperability demos. In particular, in the EBC the Fraunhofer Institute for Open Communication Systems will present a view of the laboratory they have installed in Berlin to show real-time examples of Interoperability to the benefit of all industry partners.
About Microsoft

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq "MSFT") is the worldwide leader in software, services and solutions that help people and businesses realise their full potential.

About Microsoft EMEA (Europe, Middle East and Africa)

Microsoft has operated in EMEA since 1982. In the region Microsoft employs more than 12,000 people in over 55 subsidiaries, delivering products and services in more than 139 countries and territories.

#########

This material is for informational purposes only. Microsoft Corporation disclaims all warranties and conditions with regard to use of the material for other purposes. Microsoft Corporation shall not, at any time, be liable for any special, direct, indirect or consequential damages, whether in an action of contract, negligence or other action arising out of or in connection with the use or performance of the material. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting any kind of warranty.

Microsoft is registered trademark of Microsoft Corp in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

Microsoft contacts, press only:
Annachiara Torciano

Phone: +32 498 215 001 
E-mail: annachiaratorciano@gpluseurope.com

Rory Macrae

Phone: +32 477 439 279

E-mail: rorymacrae@gpluseurope.com

Note to editors

The Microsoft Executive Briefing Center for European Innovation is located in Avenue des Nerviens 85 - 1040 Brussels.

If you are interested in viewing additional information on Microsoft in EMEA, please visit http://www.microsoft.com/emea or the EMEA Press Centre at http://www.microsoft.com/emea/presscentre. Web links, telephone numbers and titles were correct at the time of publication, but may since have changed. For additional assistance, journalists and analysts may contact the Microsoft EMEA Press Office at +44 870 243 0515 or other appropriate contacts listed at http://www.microsoft.com/emea/contactus. 

If you are interested in viewing additional information on Microsoft Corp, please visit the Microsoft web page at http://www.microsoft.com/presspass on Microsoft’s corporate information pages.
1 of 3
2 of 3

